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Roles played by midwives in private praCtice in community maternal 
and child health in Nagasaki PrefeCture 
-A survey in Tomie-cho in Nagasaki Prefecture-
Kazuyo OISHI*, .Miyuki ARAK11, Yumiko OGAWA', 
Seiko NAGAOKA3, Nobuko NONAKA", Kikuko TSUKIYAMA' 
1 . Advanced Course for Midwifery, School of Allied Medical Sciences, Nagasaki Unrversrty 
2 . formerly, Department of Nursing, Nagasaki University Hospital 
3 . Safety and Hygiene Section, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd. 
4 . Nagasaki Prefectural School of Nursing 
Abstract We carried out an interview survey of midwives in privaite practice who were active 
in Tomie-cho, the Goto archipelago before 1965 to evaluated their roles played in community mater-
nal and child health. The following results were obtained. 
1 . In Tornie-cho, shifting to delivery at institutions occurred after 1967, showing a 10-year delay 
compared with Nagasaki City on the mainland of Nagasaki Prefecture. Delivery at home was very 
common in Tomie-cho until 1960s. 
2 . Midwives in praivate practice played a major role in maternal and child health in the absence 
of other medical resources. 
3 . Continuous provision of care by home visiting was effective for improving the maternal and 
child health level in those days. 
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